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search after further particulars by the impertinent quarrels of those servants who pretended to instruct him : both told him he must believe a God, a future state, a heaven, a hell, a resurrection to life or to death, and that he must be saved by a Redeemer; they agreed exactly in their description of the joys of eternal life, the torments of hell, and particularly they had joined in giving the poor negro a frightful apprehension of hell, as the reward of his doing wickedly, and of the Devil, as a tempter, an enemy, and tormentor ; so that the poor fellow would pray to God very heartily to save him from hell, and to keep him from the Devil.
But when these poor ignorant fellows began to instruct him how to worship God, and who to look to as his Redeemer and Saviour, to talk to him about reading the Scriptures, and such things, they fell out to the last degree ; the English footman told the Italian he was an idolater, and that was worse than a heathen, that Negum (for so the poor negro was called) was as good a Christian as he, for though he did not worship in the name of Christ, yet as he (the Italian footman) worshipped a piece of wood for a Saviour, Christ would not accept him, and it was as bad as Negum's worshipping a hobgoblin, or anything else. The Italian told him he was a heretic, and his religion was no religion at all; and that he was an enemy to God and to the church; and told Negum that if. he believed what that fellow said, the Devil would take him away alive. They had many quarrels about it; but one day above the rest they came to that height that they fell to fighting: it seems the rest of the servants had parted them before their master or I heard of it; but as we were both walking together in the evening in our garden, we by mere chance saw the negro in the kitchen garden